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DIRECTIVE

NUMBER 2002.3
August 15, 1985

USD(P)

SUBJECT:  Clearance of Research and Studies With Foreign Affairs Implications 

References:  (a)  DoD Directive 5100.62, "Clearance of Research and Studies with 
Foreign Affairs Implications," August 19, 1969 (hereby canceled)

(b)  DoD Directive 5010.22, "DoD Contract Studies Management," March 
25, 1982

1.  REISSUANCE AND PURPOSE 

This Directive reissues reference (a), updates policy and procedures, and assigns 
responsibilities and authorities for clearance of foreign area research study grants and 
contracts that may have potentially adverse implications for U.S. foreign relations.

2.  APPLICABILITY 

This Directive applies to the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD), the Military 
Departments, the Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (OJCS), the Unified and 
Specified Commands, and the Defense Agencies (hereinafter referred to collectively as 
"DoD Components").

3.  DEFINITIONS 

3.1.  DoD-Sponsored Foreign Affairs Research.   Research programs and studies in 
the social and behavioral sciences dealing with international relations, or with foreign 
areas and people, whether conducted in the United States or abroad, that are supported 
by contracts or grants.   In-house research is not included under this Directive.
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3.2.  Potentially Adverse Foreign Affairs Implications.   Applies to foreign affairs 
research, the effect of which may create or exacerbate sensitive situations for the U.S. 
Government in its relations with other governments.   These possibilities are likely to 
occur particularly in projects that include conduct of overseas field research by U.S. 
contractors or grantees; foreign travel performed under terms of a grant or contract for 
any other purpose related to foreign affairs research; conduct of foreign affairs research 
by foreign contractors in foreign areas; contact with foreign nationals; substance relating 
to international relations; and research or any study focusing on contemporary 
characteristics of the culture, politics, or institutions of foreign countries.

4.  POLICY 

4.1.  It is DoD policy that foreign affairs research that may have potentially adverse 
foreign affairs implications be reviewed expeditiously by the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Policy (USD(P)) before initiation or award of a contract or grant, and that 
the conduct of such research or studies be monitored and administered in such a way as 
to avoid adverse effects on U.S. foreign relations.

4.2.  The policy originates with a mandate from the President to the Secretary of 
State to establish procedures to ensure that foreign affairs research is conducted in such 
a way so as not to impact adversely U.S. foreign relations.   Department of State (DoS) 
guidance for the implementation of that policy is contained in enclosure 1.

4.3.  DoD Directive 5010.22 (reference (b)) contains overall policy guidance for 
the management of DoD contract studies, and specifically reserves the coordination of 
foreign affairs research to the provisions of this Directive.

5.  RESPONSIBILITIES 

5.1.  The Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, or designee, shall be responsible 
for sensitivity review and approval of all foreign affairs research with potentially adverse 
foreign affairs implications sponsored by contract or grant.   In carrying out these 
responsibilities, the USD(P) shall serve as the clearance point in the Department of 
Defense and the originator of DoD requests for coordination with the DoS, in 
accordance with enclosure 1.   The review and approval of foreign affairs research shall 
be limited exclusively to the determination of the potential adverse consequences such 
research may have for U.S. foreign relations.   Clearance of such projects may not be 
construed as an endorsement of the need, method, or value of the project.
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5.2.  The Heads of DoD Components, or designees, shall establish procedures to 
ensure compliance with this Directive.

6.  PROCEDURES 

6.1.  DoD Components undertaking foreign affairs research with potentially adverse 
foreign affairs implications shall request approval to do so from the USD(P).   Such 
requests shall include the following information:

6.1.1.  Title and brief description of project.

6.1.2.  Project scope/purpose.

6.1.3.  Names of contractor/grantee and principal researchers.

6.1.4.  Estimated project cost.

6.1.5.  Description of proposed field work, to include countries to be visited, 
approximate dates, and extent and type of contact with foreign nationals here or abroad.

6.1.6.  Any record of previous discussion of the project with U.S. diplomatic 
mission personnel.

6.1.7.  Project classification, if any.

6.1.8.  Proposed disposition of reports.

6.2.  The USDP, or designee, promptly shall review the request and initiate 
clearance action, if required, with the DoS.   The clearance process normally takes about 
30 days.   DoD Components shall be notified promptly of the decision, and adverse 
decisions may be appealed to the DoS through the USD(P), in accordance with 
enclosure 1.
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7.  EFFECTIVE DATE AND IMPLEMENTATION 

This Directive is effective immediately.   All DoD Components supporting research and 
studies with foreign affairs implications shall provide the Under Secretary of Defense 
for Policy implementing instructions within 120 days.

Enclosures - 1 
E1.  Policies and Procedures for Department of State Review and Coordination of 

Government-Sponsored Research on Foreign Affairs
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E1.  ENCLOSURE 1

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR DEPARTMENT OF STATE REVIEW AND 
COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED RESEARCH ON FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS
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